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President’s Message 
 
Dear Green Industry Professionals, 
 

   The Association of Montana Turf and Ornamental Professionals is your professional 
association in Montana.  AMTOP provides and has provided many benefits for you, your 
business, your customers and our communities.  
 

   AMTOP’s membership consists of a large array of businesses; lawn care companies, 
arborists, landscape companies, irrigation companies, university grounds supervisors,  
insect structural specialists and city park technicians. Our membership is diversified with 
background, knowledge and abilities. 
 

   We invite you to become a member of this diversified, yet unified membership.  We 
want your input, your knowledge and your abilities to become a part of AMTOP!  What 
can AMTOP do for you?  Anyone of our Officers or Directors would be happy to speak 
with you. 
 

   We look forward to seeing you in Billings, January 30 & 31, 2006 for our 16th Annual 
Winter Conference and Trade Show!  Remember the Open Forum the night of the 
29th at 6:00 pm. 
 

Mike Garvey 
2005 & 2006 AMTOP President 
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Membership Renewal & Conference  
Registration Information 

 

� �  The BLUE membership enrollment and conference registration form is located 
 in the back of this packet. If you have ANY questions please call  

 1-866-442-6867 or 406-458-4702.  Please don’t wait to register, we would like 
 to have your packet and name badge waiting for you at the registration desk.. 
 
 

Room Reservations 
 

� �  It is well advised to call and make reservations at the Billings Hotel & 
 Convention Center in Billings Montana as soon as possible.  
 

Room Reservations-1-800-537-7286  
 Reference: AMTOP Conference 

 

Voting instructions 
� �  Voting will be done at the conference, please give your nominees to a Board  
 Member.  There are 3 positions that need to be filled.       
  

Badges 
�

� �  Badges are required for admittance to all portions of the Conference. Please 
 return  them at the end of the conference for recycling. Thank You!  

� � � � � 	� � � � � 	� � � � � 	� � � � � 	 
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 � � � � � � �� � � � � � �� �
Sunday    January 29, 2006 
3:00 pm  AMTOP Board Meeting  & Tradeshow/Exhibitor set-up. 
5:00 – 6:00 pm  Early Registration for Members & Exhibitors. 
6:00 pm  Open Forum – Green Ideas & Solutions; Lend Your Voice.  AMTOP name change?? 
 
  Monday   January 30, 2006 
6:30 am  Conference registration desk opens in North Foyer. 
8:00 – 8:45 am   Opening – President Mike Garvey & Speakers.  Exhibitors are encouraged to 
attend.  
8:45 - 9:45 am   Keynote Speaker:  Kim Gibbs – Riding The Winds Of Change 
9:45 – 9:50 am  Short Break.  TRADESHOW BEGINS.�
 
� � � � �� � � 
 � � � � � � �� � � � � ��� 	���	� � �� � � �� � � � � � �� � �� 	�� �� � � 	� � � � �� � � �	� � �� � � � � ��� � � �� � � � 	��	� 
 � � � � �	� � �� �� � � �� 	� � � �� � � �
� � � � � ��
�

          Turf           Arborist                  Structural________ 
9:50 – 10:50 am       9:50 – 5:15 pm    9:50 – 10:50 am 
Rick Allen   Rob Dillon & Jon-Paul Paulsen  Jim Truslow 
Growing Plants While  Basic Tree Climbing Techniques   Wood Destroying 
Conserving Water  (Inside Workshop)    Insects: Inspection 
          & Control 
 

10:50 – 10:55 am        10:50 – 10:55 am 
Short Break         Short Break 
  

10:55 – 11:55 am        10:55 – 11:55 am 
Dan Dumler   Rob & Jon-Paul    Jeff Ashworth 
Merit Pesticide  continued…….    Safety Equip.& The 
          Green Ind.-tentative
� � � � � � � � � �

11:55 – 12:55 pm  11:55 – 12:55 pm    11:55 – 12:55 pm 
LUNCH     LUNCH  � � � LUNCH 
 

12:55 - 1:55 pm  12:55 – 1:55 pm    12:55 – 2:55 pm 
Michelle Mettler  Rob & Jon-Paul    Mike Vogel 
The Pesky Beetle Eating Aerial Rescue     Mold 
Billings (Japanese Beetle) (Outside Workshop) Hard hats required. 
    Warm clothes  & personal climbing 
    gear are optional. 
 
1:55 – 2:55 pm   � � � � � � � �
Toby Goodroad - Over- Rob & Jon-Paul    Mike Vogel 
view of Turf Fertilization continued……..    continued……. 
& Odin Shipstead 
on GPS  
 

2:55 - 3:15 pm  � � � � � � � � 2:55 – 3:15 pm 
BREAK  � � � � � � � � BREAK�



�
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 Tuesday   January 31, 2006 
 
           Turf    Arborist    Structural_________ 
9:00 – 11:00 am   9:00 – 10:00 am   9:00 – 11:00 am 
Lynda Wightman   Mike Foreman    Jim Knight 
Understanding How Irrigation OSHA     Controlling 
Affect Your Landscapes        Residential Critters 
& Sports Fields        (Bats, Skunks, Birds, 

         Raccoons & 
         Rodents) 
 

     10:00-11:00 am 
Lynda Wightman -    Tracy Dougher   Jim Knight -
continued.......    Tips For Identifying Woody  continued……. 
     Ornamentals 
 

11:00-11:15 am   11:00 – 11:15 am   11:00 – 11:15 am  
BREAK  � � BREAK    BREAK 

         
11:15 – 12:15 pm                                11:15 – 12:15 pm � � 11:15 – 12:15 pm 
Dr. Bob Gough                                    Dr. Bob Gough   Larry Durant – 
Grafting Techniques   Grafting Techniques   Controlling � � � � � � � � � � Burrowing Pests 

 

12:15 – 1:15 pm   LUNCH - RAFFLE winner announced & AMTOP name change winner??? 
�� �

1:15 – 5:15 pm   1:15 – 5:15 pm   1:15 – 5:15 pm 
Turf & Ornamental Exam  ISA Exam    Structural Exam 
�� �

2:00 pm  Board Meeting. 

          Turf           Arborist                  Structural________ 
3:15 – 4:15 pm        3:15 – 4:15 pm 
Larry Durant -          Rob & Jon-Paul    Patricia Denke PhD- 
Alternatives to Spraying        continued…….     Biology of Termites 
 
  
4:15 – 5:15 pm                    Rob & Jon-Paul    4:15 - 5:15 pm 
Rande Roth –           continued…….    Brad Bell— 
How to Prepare for Inspection      Mosquitoes 
Problems & Drift Complaints         �

 
5:15 – 6:45 pm  SOCIAL HOUR – SILENT AUCTION –  50/50  - TRADESHOW 
�

6:45 – 8:00 pm  DINNER – Silent Auction and 50/50 winners are announced.�



�

6 

�
������ � � �� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � �� � �� 
 � � � 	 � � �� � 	 � � � � � �
� � 
 �� � � � � � � �� � � � ���� � � ��
 � �� �����
 � � � 	 � ��� �� � �
� � 
 � � � 	 � � � � � � 
 � � � ��� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � �� � � � � �
� �� � � �� � �
 � � � 	 � �� � � �
 � � � �� � �	 � � �� � �� � � � � �
� �� � � � �� � � �� � � 
 � � � ��� 
 �� � �� � � � �� 	 �	 � � � � �� �
�� 
 � � � � � ��� � � �
 � � � � �� � � � ���

������ ��� � 
 � � � � �� � � � 
 � � � 
 �� � � �� � � � 
 � � � ��
� � � �� � �� � ��� � �� �� 	 � �� � �� � 
 � � �	 � ��� � � �� � � � ��
� �� ��� �� � � �� � �
 � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � �� � � �� � � � � � � � �
� � 
 �� � � � � 
 � � � �� ��
 � � � � � 
 �� ��� � � �� � � � �� � � �� �
 �� � � �� � 
 ��� �� �! � � � � �� �� 
 � � � � �� ��� � �� � �� � � �
�� � 
 �� � � �� � � � �� � � � � � � 
 � � � 	 � � �� � � � � �� �" � �
� � � 
 � � � � � 
 ��� � � � � � � � � �� � �#�� � � � � � � � � �� � �
$� � ���� �� � ��� � �	 
 � � � ��� � � � �
 � �� � �� �� � � � � ��

� �� �� �� � � �
��" 	� � � �� � �� � � � � � � � � � �#� �	� � � ���$ 	� � � � � � 
 �%� � � � �� � 	�&�� � � 	� � � ��� 	� � � ' ' ( � � � � � � � � �
#� � � � �	
 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � 	� � �  � � � 	� � � � 
 � �&�� 	� � � 
 �� � � ) * � � � 	� � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � ���
� � � � � � � � � � �� � 	� �� �� � �	
 � � � � � 	� � � � � � � � � 
 
 � � �	
 � � � � � � � � 	� � �	� � �� � �� 
 � � � 	� � � �� � � � 
� � � +
� � � � � � � � � � 	� �� � � � �� � � � 	�	
 � � � � � � � � � �	
 � �� �� � � � � � � � � � 
 � 
 	� 	� � �� �� � � � #� 	�� 	� � � � � � �
� �� � � � �� � � � � � � � � � ��
��� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � �� � � � 
� � � , � ��� � � � �� � � � � -� � � � � . � � � � �� � � � 
 	� � �� . 	� � �� / � � � 	� � � � � 	+
��� ��. 	� � ��0 � �	� � � ��1� � � ��� � �) � �� 	� � �, � � � 	�� ���� � � �� � � &�� �� � � � �
��" 	� �� � � �#� � � �� � � ��� 	� � � �	� �� � 	� � � � �-��	� � 	���� � ��� � � �� � � � � � �	� �� � � � � � 	� � �	� � �
 �� � �
� �� � � � �� �� � � � 	
 � � � 	�&� � � � � � � � � �	
 � � � 	� �2 � � �� � � � � 	� � � � � ' ( 3 � � / � � � � � � � �� � � � 	� � � �� � 
 �
� �� 
 � � � 
 	��� ��" 	� � � � � � � � � � � � �#� � � �1�� � � � � 
 � � � � � � 	�� � � � 4� � 	� � &�� � � � �&� � � � � � 	� �  � � � � �
�� 
 � � ��� �� �� &�� � �
 �� � � �� 	� � �� � � � � � ��

%�� �� 	 ��� � �& �� � � �� � �' � � � 	 � �



�

3�

�� � � 
 �
� � � � � � � �

TURF MANAGEMENT SESSION 
� � � � �� � � 5� �� 	���#� �� � ��� � �� � ��� � �� � #� 	�� �� � � � �� 
 � 	�� #��  ��

          Rick Allen 
CEO, BioLynceus 
Lyons, Colorado 

 

“ Growing Plants While Conserving Water”  
 

   Rick will discuss overcoming water restrictions, drought conditions are 
essential for landscaping professionals.  In “Growing Plants While Con-
serving Water”, you’ll learn how the right balance in soils will get you 
started to use less water and grow healthier plants.  Landscaping with the right soil 
balance will start the process, while you & your clients begin to save money and time. 
   
   Rick Allen, CEO of BioLynceus Biological Solutions, LLC, has been involved in the 
environmental industry for over 10 years.  Rick works with several manufacturers of 
organic based products to develop proprietary systems for improving the health of soil 
and water.  These systems are available through his hands-on efforts to provide natu-
ral and safe products for the environment.   
 

 Due to his experience in the environmental industry, Rick is regularly consulted by cli-
ents and manufacturers for solutions to problems with sports fields, agriculture, golf 
courses, landscaping and mining.  He also works with manufacturers to develop pro-
prietary systems for the treatment of municipal, industrial, animal and poultry waste 
streams.  Biological Solutions provides consulting for clients facing problems with con-
taminated soils and water.   
 

 Rick continues to forge alliances with several manufacturers of OMRI Listed organic 
fertilizers and soil amendments.  These products improve the nutritional values, quality 
and consistency of fruits, vegetables and livestock feed when applied to soils and 
plants. 
 

 Through his network of associates and consultants, Rick Allen is able to create safe 
biological recommendations for your environmental concerns.   
 

 
Dan Dumler 

Senior Field Technical Representative 
Bayer Environmental Science Corporation 

 
“ Merit Pesticides”   

 

   Dan will discuss the uses, advantages and application methods of Merit pesticide by 
Bayer Corporation.  Merit is a "broad-spectrum insecticide."    This means that it kills a 
variety of different insects.  The label lists  numerous  sucking insects and some chew-
ing insects which can be controlled with Merit.    
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                               Michelle Mettler                                                  
Department of Agriculture 

Helena, MT 
  

“ The Pesky Beetle Eating Billings”    
 

   Michelle will speak on the history of the Japanese 
Beetle in the US.  State and Federal regulations that are 
in effect.  Survey history in Montana from 2002- 2005.   Pathways of the Japanese 
Beetle and the impacts it presents to the economy and environment.  Methods of con-
trolling the Japanese Beetle.   
 

   Michele Mettler graduated  from  Montana  State University  with a degree in  
Horticulture, with an emphasis in  Landscape Design.    She is currently the Nursery 
and Quarantine Specialist for the Montana Department of Agriculture..   

 

 Toby Goodroad                                                  
Cenex Harvest States 

Kalispell, MT 
  

“ Overview of Turfgrass Fertilization”    
 

   Toby will describe the different options when considering fertilizers for green industry 
businesses; slow release vs. quick release and also organic options.  Along with this 
information, Toby will speak about spreader calibrations and fertilizer application. 
 

   Toby Goodroad has over nine years experience in the turf industry.  He has previ-
ously maintained turf at high-end golf facilities and for lawn maintenance companies.  
His experience in turfgrass management is why Cenex Harvest States (CHS) has 
hired him to develop fertilizer blends and products for the turf industry.  Toby gradu-
ated from C.M. Russell  High School  in Great Falls Montana and received a  B.S. in 
Turfgrass Science from Montana State University in Bozeman, Montana�

Dan Dumler—Merit Pesticides continued….. 
 

Bayer also indicates that Merit is a systemic insecticide which means that it©s taken up 
into the plant sap and moves to different parts of the plant.  Bayer indicates that it can 
be applied as a foliar spray to the leaves or applied to the soil for root uptake.  They 
point out that soil application is more efficient and effective for long-term insect control.    
Merit is very low in toxicity to humans, mammals, birds, and fish.  It©s used at ex-
tremely low rates and there©s no odor or damage to plants.  Soil treatment also elimi-
nates the chance of spray drift, reducing the potential exposure of humans and pets to 
this chemical.  Most beneficial insects are also safe with soil applied Merit. 



�
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                                      Larry Durant                                                  
                                         Target Specialty Products 
                                               Portland, Oregon 
 

“ Alternatives To Spraying”    
 

   Larry will look at soil, truck and microinjection applications and the 
chemistries, timing and pest controlled. 
 

   Larry Durant is the manager for the Pacific Northwest Target  
Specialty Products office covering Oregon, Washington, Idaho and 
Alaska.  He is responsible for the education of professional applica-
tors and the sales of structural pest, arbor care, turf and ornamental 
products.  Larry is the past president of CAPCA north coast and has 
over 25 years experience in the pest control industry.  Mr. Durant received his Bache-

 Odin Shipstead                                                  
Cenex Harvest States 

Kalispell, MT 
 

“ GPS and GIS”    
  

   Odin will speak on the Global Positioning System (GPS) mapping and GIS evalua-
tion and data manipulation.  

 

   Odin Shipstead graduated from MSU in 1998 and has past and present experience 
in working with GPS.  During college Odin did some research data collection with Dr. 
Gerald Neilsen that involved the mapping of wild oats and the density of oats within 
the affected areas. He also worked with Dr. Dan Long from the MSU-Northern 
research station.  This project involved on-the-go protein analyzation.  Since college 
he has worked for Triangle Ag Services and now with Cenex Harvest States Inc.  He 
has worked with GPS data collection such as yield data, application data, and veris 
data and with the sales and service of GPS equipment. For the past two years he has 
been involved with the Busch Agriculture Research trying to maximize yield  while sta-
bilizing protein in malt barley.  Odin is heavily involved in data storage manipulation 
and sharing and he started an evolving statewide network for the collection, protection 
and manipulation of GPS collected data.   

Rande Roth                                                  
Department of Agriculture 

Billings, Montana 
 

“ How to Prepare for Inspections and Drift Complaints”    
 

   Rande will be presenting a discussion on routine pesticide applicator inspections and 
what to expect.  He will also discuss the procedures followed during the investigation 
of a drift complaint. 
 

   Rande Roth has been with the Montana Department of Agriculture for 14 years as 
inspector/investigator covering 12 counties in Southeast Montana.  He graduated from 
Montana State University in Bozeman. 
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Lynda Wightman  
Hunter Industries 
Sandy Hook, CT 

 

“ Understanding How Irrigation Basics Affect Your 
Landscapes and Sports Fields”  

 

   Linda will speak on understanding the basic principles of irrigation theory and prod-
ucts that can help eliminate the need for time-consuming renovation and ongoing 
maintenance in landscapes and athletic fields.  Troubleshooting dead turf and plant 
material, because of irrigation can be easy when the basics of hydraulics, precipitation 
rates, key buzz words and mostly, “Uniformity & Efficiency” are learned. 
 

    Lynda Wightman has worked for Hunter Industries (an irrigation equipment manu-
facturer) since 1985.  During the 20 years, she has held positions in sales, education 
and training. Lynda is currently a Senior Sales Manager, overseeing the company©s 
specification, education and national association efforts worldwide.  Her education 
background is in Ornamental Horticulture, Landscaping and Irrigation. She has been a 
STMA member since 1985 and is active on many national committees.  She is also 
involved in various industry associations including ALCA, ASLA, IA, and ASIC.  Lynda 
currently lives in Connecticut and is moving to MT by the end of the year. She enjoys 
teaching others about efficient irrigation practices. 
 
The above picture is of Lynda receiving the Harry C. Gill Memorial Award in 2004.  
The Gill Award recognizes an individual for their hard work in the sports turf industry 
and acknowledges their dedication and service to the STMA.  

 

                   Bob Gough, PhD  
                        Professor of Horticulture 
        Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana 
                    Honorary Member of AMTOP 
 

                     “ Grafting Techniques”  
 
   Bob will speak on the most common biotic and abiotic  
problems in trees and shrubs will be discussed with visual presentation.  
 

   Bob Gough, PhD is a Professor of Horticulture at Montana State University in Boze-
man and received his PhD from the University of Rhode Island, 1977. He has state-
wide responsibility for the horticulture extension program involving mass media pro-
ductions and Master Gardner programs, teaching Landscape Management; through 
Fall of ‘02, Fruit Production, Vegetable Production and graduate and under graduate 
student advising. 
                                                                              *** For both Turf & Arborist Sessions 
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                                  Rob Dillon     &     Jon-Paul Paulsen  
                   Dillon Tree Service      Asplundh Tree Expert Company 

                                         Missoula, Montana                Clinton, Montana 
 

“ Basic Tree Climbing & Aerial Rescue Techniques Workshops”  
 

   Rob Dillon and Jon Paul Paulsen will present an overview of climbing and light 
rigging equipment followed by a discussion and demonstration of the application of this 
equipment with regards to the modern arborist.  Emphasis will be placed on how this 
applies to  rescue  situations.   The presentation will be  “hands on”  and will include 
simulated rescues. 
 
   Rob Dillon is the owner of Dillon Tree Service in Missoula, Montana and lives in 
Clinton, Montana.  Arboriculture and horticulture have been a part of Rob’s life since 
he was a young boy; starting with lawn and shrub care at he age of 12.  In 1992, he 
attended Longwood Gardens School of Arboriculture & Horticulture; among the profes-
sors was Dr. Alex Shigo.  Rob has been an Arborist for 15 years with extensive field 
experience from large crane removals to ornamental tree care.   
 
   Rob has been a two-time Montana State Tree Climbing champion and twice among 
the top 5 qualifiers for the ISA Rocky Mountain Chapter Tree Climbing Champion-
ships.  He has attended numerous tree conferences and symposiums throughout he 
U.S. and spends most of his time managing his crews and as a consulting arborist.  
Rob has been a member of AMTOP since 2001. 
 
   Jon-Paul Paulsen is employed by the Asplundh Tree Expert Company as a line 
clearance tree trimmer and lives in Clinton, Montana. 
 
   Jon-Paul grew up helping his father harvest hardwood trees for use in his gun stock 
carving business.  He has participated in the Arbor master Training Series and is a 
three-time Montana State Tree Climbing Champion.  In 1999, he represented the ISA 
Rocky Mountain Chapter in Stamford, Connecticut at the International Tree Climbing 
Championships.  Jon-Paul placed 1st in the work climb and 3rd in the rescue.  He is a 
ISA certified arborist. 

TREES & ARBORIST SESSION 
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Mike Foreman  

OSHA Compliance Assistance Specialist 
Billings, Montana 

 

 “ OSHA and The Tree Care Industry”  
 

   Mike will speak on what OSHA rules and regulations apply to the tree care industry.  
OSHA inspection procedures and how does ANSI-Z133.1 apply.  
 
   Mike Foreman is the Compliance Assistance Specialist for OSHA, the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration.  He has been with OSHA for over nine years.  The 
first three years he spent in the OSHA Englewood office on the south side of Denver 
conducting site inspections, accident investigations and fatalities.  In 2000, Mike trans-
ferred to Billings and two years later was promoted to his current position.  Mike’s 
background is safety with a very strong emphasis on electrical.  He has been a resi-
dential/commercial electrician for over 25 years running his own electrical business.   
 
   In Mike’s current position, he conducts over 100 training sessions a year on OSHA 
related subject matter, manages 4 formal partnerships and works with Montana com-
panies both large and small in the understanding and application of the OSHA 
rules and regulations.   

 

                        Tracy A.O. Dougher  
                               MSU—Assistant Professor 
                                    Bozeman, Montana 
 

           “ Tips for Identifying Woody Ornamentals”  
 
    
 

   Tracy will speak on identifying the numerous woody ornamental plants in Montana 
can be overwhelming to the untrained eye, especially when the plants are not in leaf.  
This presentation will cover key characteristics used to identify woody species with 
winter samples displayed to reinforce the identification characteristics.  
 
   Dr. Tracy A.O. Dougher is an Assistant Professor of Horticulture at Montana State 
University in Bozeman.  She is a graduate of Southern Illinois, Purdue, and Utah State 
Universities.  Her research is on commercializing production of native Montana  
species which has included bur oak, penstemon, phacelia, globe mallow, and grasses.  
Recently her work has focused on using native grasses for turf applications.  She 
teaches turfgrass management, woody ornamental identification, plant propagation, 
horticulture science & technology, herbaceous identification and landscape  
management.   
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                                                          Jim Truslow 
                                                                   Senior Sales Specialist 
                                                                       Grass Valley, CA 
 

                                   “ Wood Destroying Insects; Inspection & Control”  
 
         Jim will cover inspecting for the most common wood destroy
      ing insects and control methods.   
                                        
                                    Jim Truslow is the Senior Sales Specialist for BASF Profes-
sional Pest Control in Grass Valley, CA.  He has also worked for Bayer/Aventis Envi-
ron- mental Science, the FMC Corporation, Mobay Corporation and PBI/Gordon Cor-
poration.  Jim was the Western Regional Manager while at FMC and has been a sales 
representative covering the turf, ornamental and pest control markets.  Impressively, 
he has over 20 years of covering the pest control market alone.  He holds a California 
Pest Control Advisor and a Qualified Applicator licenses.  Jim graduated with a B.S. in 
Park Administration from Cal Poly in Pomona, CA. 

 

STRUCTURAL SESSION 
 

Mike Vogel, PhD 
Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 
 

“ Mold”  
 

   Mike will discuss an overview of molds, health effects, assessment, control and 
cleanup for indoor environments. 
 

   Dr. Michael (Mike) Vogel is a Professor and a Housing and Environmental Health 
Specialist with the MSU Extension Service in Bozeman and has been since 1982.   His 
primary responsibility at MSU is developing housing education programs and re-
sources for Montana consumers and tribes.   
 

   Dealing with molds, Vogel recently completed the National Molds Training Course 
Curriculum for the US Department of Energy (conducted the national training – De-
cember 2005) and has developed the mold training curriculum for Montana realtors.  
 For the past 10 years Vogel has served at the National Program Director for the U.S 
EPA program “Healthy Indoor Air for America’s Homes”.  In 2005 received the EPA 
Children’s Environmental Health Recognition Award for two mold related programs:  
“Kids Care About Clean Indoor Air”, “and Native AIR - Asthma Intervention and Reduc-
tion” for Native American families.  
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 Patricia Denke, PhD                                                  
Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 
 

“ Biology of Termites”    
 
   Patricia will present the biology of termites and how they affect the green industry. 
 
   Dr. Patricia Denke is a Research Associate at MSU Department of Entomology. 

 
Brad Bell                                                  

Bayer Environmental Science 
Yuba City, California 

 

“ Mosquitoes”    
 

   Brad will present a discussion about mosquitoes and how they pose a human health 
hazard.  Controlling flying insects by means of space spray, residual spray, baiting and 
larvicides will also be 
discussed. 
 

   Brad Bell is a sales representative for Bayer Environmental Science for general pest 
control products.   

 

Jim Knight, PhD                                                  
Montana State University 

Bozeman, Montana 
 

“ Controlling Residential Critters”    
 

   Jim will present information on the prevention and control of damage caused by bats, 
skunks, birds, raccoons, and rodents.  
 
   Dr. Jim Knight is Extension Wildlife Specialist with the Animal and Range  
Sciences Department at Montana State University.  Prior to his arrival in Montana, Jim 
had been Extension Wildlife Specialist at New Mexico State University for 13 years.  
The previous 10 years as a Wildlife Research Biologist in northern Michigan started 
Jim’s experience with multiple-use/wildlife concerns.  Dr. Knight joined the faculty at 
MSU in July 1994 to address the growing concerns associated with livestock and wild-
life. 
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Jim Knight —Controlling Residential Critters continued….. 
 
 

Dr. Knight works with private landowners, public land managers and the general public 
on wildlife management issues.  Dr. Knight’s goals are to develop programs address-
ing problems and opportunities associated with multi-interest involvement on wildlife 
management decisions.  He also addresses wildlife/livestock grazing issues, imple-
ments strategies to improve hunter/rancher relationships, develops wildlife damage 
control programs and conducts education programs to improve understanding and co-
operation in wildlife and natural resource issues. 

                                    Larry Durant                                                  
                                         Target Specialty Products 
                                               Portland, Oregon 
 

“ Controlling Burrowing Pests”    
 

   Larry will speak about the laws & regulations along with issues 
involved in controlling moles, voles, gophers and shrews.  The biol-
ogy, habits and control measures for these pests. 
 
   Larry Durant is the manager for the Pacific Northwest Target 
Specialty Products office covering Oregon, Washington, Idaho and 
Alaska.  He is responsible for the education of professional appli-
cators and the sales of structural pest, arbor care, turf and orna-
mental products.  Larry is the past president of CAPCA north coast and has over 25 
years experience in the pest control industry.  Mr. Durant received his Bachelor’s De-
gree in Plant Science from the University of California, Davis. 

Jeff Ashworth 
DXP SafetyMaster 
Billings, Montana 

 

“ Safety Equipment & The Green Industry”    

   Jeff Ashworth has worked in the safety industry for almost 20 years. He began his 
career with Henry’s Safety Supply, now DXP SafetyMaster, as a product buyer and 
quickly moved into a sales position. He also held the position of branch manager for 
over five years. 
 
   Jeff Ashworth has attended numerous manufacturer’s training seminars, including 
the following: 

3M Company Respiratory Protection  MSA Safety Equipment – Level II 
Ansul’s Industrial Fire Training   Texas A & M Industrial Fire School 

Gas Detection Made Easy - ISC 
 

*** continued on next page 
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Jeff Ashworth —Safety Equipment & The Green Industry continued…..�
�

In addition to his own training, Jeff provides various training and informational semi-
nars for many of his customers ranging from underground mines to school districts. 
These training/seminar topics include respiratory protection, fire training, fall protec-
tion, gas detection, and other various topics. 
 
�He is the chairman for the Yellowstone County Local Emergency Planning Commit-
tees’ Exercise Design sub-committee and was instrumental in chairing “Operation 
Coyote”, a county-wide disaster exercise that involved dozens of agencies and thou-
sands of people. Jeff is also currently involved with Montana Safety Services Council 
plus Billings Area Safety and Health Coalition. For the past 10 years, he has been in-
volved in the organization of the HazMat and Safety Conference held annually in Bill-
ings. He is also a certified MSHA instructor for the state of Montana and was certified 
as a First Responder/Ambulance.��
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The Department of Agriculture will be testing for Ornamental & Turf and Structural 
pesticide licenses on Tuesday January 31, 2006 from 1:15 to 5:15 p.m at the Billings 
Hotel and Convention Center in Billings, Montana.  The testing will begin as soon as 
lunch is over.   
 
If you are planning on taking the test at the Conference you must pre-register with the 
Department of Agriculture to receive the training manual the test is based on. For 
more information contact Janet Kirkland at 406-444-3732. 

ISA Certification Testing Information 
 

The International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certification Exam will be offered on 
Tuesday January 31, 2006 from 1:15—5:15 pm at the Billings Hotel and Convention 
Center in Billings, Montana.  The testing will begin as soon as lunch is over.  ISA 
Certified Arborist recognition is given by the ISA to those who meet the eligibility 
requirements and successfully complete the examination. 
 
If you are planning on taking the test at the Conference, you must pre-
register with ISA.  For the ISA Exam Application or further informa-
tion contact ISA (888-ISA-TREE), ISA website via www.isa-
arbor.com (or) Mark Lennon, PO Box 640, Polson, MT 58860, 
(phone 406-883-5599). 
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Department of Agriculture CEU’s information 
 
The CEU information has not yet been received from the Montana Depart-
ment of Agriculture.  As soon as it is available, it will be posted on the 
AMTOP website at amtop.org .    
 

ISA CEU’s information 
 

The ISA credits have not been received from ISA, but will be posted on the 
AMTOP website amtop.org as soon as they are available.  �

Exhibitor Information�
 

 
WARNE CHEMICAL &  

EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
*** Corporate Member 

 
Victor Gust & Timm Johannesen 

2680 Commerce Road 
Rapid City, SD  57702  

Phone:  (800) 658-5457 or (605) 342-7644  
Fax: (605) 342-4036 

warnechemical@cushmore.com 
www.warnechemical.com 

 
Warne Chemical & Equipment Company 
distributes professional turf and tree fertiliz-
ers, pesticides and application equipment in 
the five state areas of Montana, South Da-
kota, North Dakota, Wyoming and Ne-
braska.  Warne Chemical & Equipment has 
been servicing the turf and tree industry for 
the past twenty-five years. 
 
 

 
2M CORPORATION, INC. 

***  Corporate Member 
 

Josh Larson & Ron Horton 
1215 Cordova  Billings, MT 59101 

Phone: (406) 245-3008 
Fax: (406) 259-4841 
jlarson@2mco.com 

www. 2mco.com 
 
2M Company, Inc. is a wholesale supplier of 
turf, landscaping, water well, irrigation and 
other water-related products. 

 
 

BASF Corporation 
Professional Pest Control 

Tradeshow Exhibitor 
 

Jim Truslow,  
13793 Sojourners Lane, Grass Valley, CA 

95945 
Phone: (530) 272-1213  

Fax: (530) 272-1352 
www. pestcontrolfacts.com 

 
Specializing in structural pest control. 
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Exhibitor Information�

BioLynceus. llc. 
Tradeshow Exhibitor 

 

Rick Allen   
131 Hickory, Lyons, Colorado 80540 

Phone:  (303) 823-0374  
Fax: (303) 823-0375  
rick@biolynceus.com 
www. Biolynceus.com 

Or 
Mark Sembach & Kyle Forander 

718 South Garfield Street 
Missoula, MT 59801-2260 
 Phone: (619) 347-5179 

Fax: (406) 542-0864 
(call first before faxing) 
mark@biolynceus.com 
www. Biolynceus.com 

�
Using Bio-organics to save water and improve 
grass quality while reducing problem areas 
such as, standing water, yellowing, heat 
stress, soil compaction and poor germination.  

 
Montana Department of Agriculture 

Tradeshow Exhibitor 
 

Janet Kirkland 
PO Box 200201 Helena, MT 59620-0201 

Phone: (406) 444-3732 
Fax: (406) 444-7336 
jakirkland@mt.gov 
www.agr.mt.gov 

Or 
Rande Roth 

321 South 24th Street West 
Billings, MT 59102 

Phone: (406) 652-1917 
Fax: (406) 652-3617 

rroth@mt.gov 
www.agr.mt.gov 

 

The Montana Dept of Agricultures mission is to 
protect producers and consumers and to  
enhance and develop agriculture and allied 
industries. 

Master Gardener Program 
Tradeshow Exhibitor 

 

Dr. Bob Gough 
Professor & Extension Horticulturist 

Plant Sciences Department. 
Montana State University 

PO Box 173140 
Bozeman, MT 59717-3140 

Phone: (406) 994-5744 
regough@montana.edu 

www.gardenguide.montana.edu/
mastergardener 

 

The Master Gardener Program was 
first started by the Washington State  Coop-
erative Extension Service in 1972. It grew 
out of a need to meet an enormous increase 
in requests from home gardeners for horticul-
tural information. Master Gardeners have be-
come a vital part of Extension©s ability to pro-
vide consumers with up-to-date, reliable in-
formation. Master Gardening has also given 
its participants a sense of community spirit, 
accomplishment and intellectual stimulation. 

 
 

CENEX HARVEST STATES (CHS) 
***Corporate Member 

 
Toby Goodroad & Linda Anderson 
PO Box 579  Kalispell, MT 59903 

Phone: (406) 755-7400 
Toby.goodroad@chskalispell.com 

www.chskalispell.com 
 

CHS is more than a farm store.  They have a 
propane department,  tire and auto shop,  
feed and fence center, a Polaris dealer, two 
farm stores, a grain elevator and a fertilizer 
plant.  They can provide bulk fertilizer, agri-
cultural chemicals, custom applications, 
spraying and soil samples. 
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Exhibitor Information�
Montana Department of Natural Resources 

and Conservation 
Tradeshow Exhibitor 

 

Mark Lennon 
PO Box 640  Polson, MT 59860 

Phone: (406) 883-5599 
Fax: (406) 883-1874 

mlennon@mt.gov 
www.dnrc.mt.gov 

Or 
Kelly Gundale 

2705 Spurgin Road Missoula, MT 59804 
Phone: (406) 542-4284 

Fax: (406) 542-4203 
kgundale@state.mt.us 

www.dnrc.mt.gov 
 
 DNRC promotes stewardship of Montana©s 
water, soil, forest, and rangeland resources; 
regulates forest practices and oil and gas ex-
ploration and production, and administers sev-
eral grant and loan programs. 

 
REVIVE, Inc. 

Tradeshow Exhibitor 
 

John Eden 
7535 Hilltop Circle #100 

Denver, Co 80221 
Phone: (303) 426-0373 

Fax: (303) 426-0442 
jeden@revive.com 
www.revive.com 

 
REVIVE provides a natural, organic solution to 
lawn problems. REVIVE was developed in 
1972 and it was originally marketed to profes-
sional groundskeepers. REVIVE’s popular liq-
uid concentrate has been used successfully for 
almost 30 years and the granules were formu-
lated in response to requests for an easy 
method of dry spot application.  REVIVE is 
also available in bulk for commercial applica-
tors.  

Target Specialty Products 
Tradeshow Exhibitor 

 

Larry Durant 
13010 N.E. David Circle 

Portland, OR 97230 
Phone: (503) 252-2732 

Fax: (503) 252-2782 
www.target-specialty.com 

 
Target Specialty Products is proud to be the 
West©s leading wholesale distributor of specialty 
agricultural chemicals, application equipment, 
products, supplies, services and education. 
Target provides products and services to indus-
tries such as structural pest control, landscape 
construction & maintenance, golf course main-
tenance and turfgrass maintenance, production 
nursery, industrial vegetation management, 
aquatic, forestry and vector control. 
 
 

Vermeer Rocky Mountain, Inc. 
Tradeshow Exhibitor 

 

Fred Cederholm & Jason DeWitt 
7710 South Frontage Road 

Billings, MT 59101 
Phone: (406) 656-2939 

Fax: (406) 656-3306 
fcederholm@mermeermt.com 

www.vermeerrockymountain.com 
 

Vermeer Rocky Mountain, Inc. works in the tree 
care industry and also with large equipment 
such as: Brush Chippers, Erosion Control 
Equipment, Stump Cutters, Tree Spades, Com-
pact Excavators and Skid Steers, Lawn Plows, 
GPS Systems, Pipe Ramming, Terrain Map-
ping, Terrain Levelers, etc. and other products 
they represent are Sherrill Arborist Supply and 
HammerHead Mole. 

 
 

�
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Exhibitor Information�

Turf Care & Specialty, Products 
Tradeshow Exhibitor 

 

Gerry Aisenbreg 
5450 Holiday Avenue 

Billings, MT 59101 
Phone: (406) 252-2947 

Fax: (406) 252-4316 
gshampeny@aol.com 

 
Turf Care & Specialty Products are an auth- 
orized dealer for Jacobson and Exmark 
equipment.  
 
 

WILBUR-ELLIS, COMPANY 
***Corporate Member 

 
Rob Warehime & Mike Doty 

PO Box 1627  Great Falls, MT 59403 
Phone:  (406) 727-4500  

Fax: (406) 761-8543 
rwarehime@wecon.com 

www.wilburellis.com 
 

Wilbur-Ellis is a full service distributor of  
herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and  
fertilizers.  They have grown to become and 
international marketer and distributor of  
agricultural and industrial products.  They 
work with Tree Care, Nursery and Lawn 
Care. 
 
 

Following are a few other 
Organizations that Assist in  

Promoting AMTOP  
 

MUCFA 
MT Urban & Community Forestry Assoc. 

Forestry Division 
2705 Spurgin Road 
Missoula, MT 59804 

Phone: (406) 542-4300 
Fax: (406) 542-4217 

http://dnrcapps.discoveringmontana.com/Forestry/
Assistance/Urban/mucfa.asp 

MUCFA—continued……...  
MUCFA encourages and promotes the management, ex-
pansion and improvement of community forestry pro-
grams for the benefit of the citizens of Montana.   
 
Together MUCFA and the State Forester work to promote 
public awareness and education of community forestry 
and its benefits.  They advise the people of Montana on 
community forestry issues and concerns; and encourages 
the planting, maintenance and management of vegetation 
in municipalities and counties within Montana. 

 
 

PLANET 
950 Herndon Parkway Ste 450 

Herndon, Virginia 20170 
Phone: (703) 736-9666 or (800) 395-2522 

Fax: (703) 736-9668 
www.landcarenetwork.org 

 
PLANET emerged on January 1, 2005, when the Associ-
ated Landscape Contractors of America (ALCA) and the 
Professional Lawn Care Association (PLCAA) joined 
forces to become a more encompassing network of green 
industry professionals. 
 
PLANET, the Professional Landcare Network, is an inter-
national association serving lawn care professionals, exte-
rior maintenance contractors, installation/design/building 
professionals, and interiorscapers.  PLANET provides its 
members with a good business foundation to help them 
evaluate, plan and better manage their companies.  Mem-
ber firms have direct access to marketing tools, industry 
specific business publications, updates on legislative is-
sues and networking opportunities that can assist them in 
becoming more profitable. 
 
 

MNLA 
Montana Nursery & Landscape Assoc. Inc. 

PO Box 4553 Missoula, MT 59806-4553 
Phone: (888) 220-1569 or (406) 251-5232 

Fax: (406) 251-5270 
Www.plantingmontana.com 

 
MNLA promotes the nursery and landscape industry in 
Montana through education and community interaction. 
 
MNLA represents nursery stock growers, retailers, land-
scape contractors, garden center owners, irrigation con-
tractors, landscape architects, allied industries and asso-
ciated individuals within and outside of the state of Mon-
tana. 
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